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erp seth hg rel verter 

- Dotlor of Divinity 
The'veiy Worthy Waren of Ment 
yoy College, in OX baci ; 


Reverend SI RileoiPiniivwy Ww. ai 
WW Have chofen to Dedicate this Trifle 
t0\You, as my Patron ‘and Bene: 

» factor, tho’ Imus confess my felf - 
~ at alofs for aw Apology for the De- 

ication. For my Boldne[ in prefixing 
lo Great a Name, to fo [mall a Thing, is 

Juch a Fault as noClemency, but Yours, 

woud pardon. Yet 1 hope in a little 

Lime to Publifh fomething elfe, that, L 

flatter my felf, may be more deferving 

Your Patronage, ig 

And here now, How jufily might T 
take occafion of falling-in with the pre- 
vailing Humour of the Age, of running 

: | into 


Epiftle Dedicatory. 


into ‘Panegyrick,. as.0§ afual in fuch Ee 

pifiles Dedicatory! How justly might I 
vake this Opportunity of extolling thofe 
many excellent Virtues and Accomplifp- 
thents, that. fhine-out with fo great: a 
Lustre throughout Your whole Condué ' 


° 


How fafely might I applaud Your regu- 


lar anadbenign ssptinoryy of Your Col- 
lege, which we are all fo [enfible. of; 
Wad) happy’: under \ Thee iB ses Pre- 
cepts You give, and that /bining Exam- 
ple You foew to all under Your aufpicious 
Care and Furifditiion' How: ¢afily 
might Lexpatiate upou Your constant 


and. -unfpotted, Loyalty. tg the: Best of 


QuEENs!\ Lour frm and Steadycr 


herence. to. the. Seuud Principles of the 


is of. Churches, and thati tn the. Fumes, 


Difficulty.as, well as. Profperity 


WhilF fome People are warp.d by In-, 


terest, and biafsd by-Preferment, You,: 
(dike. the contaat moviugSun, radiant 
wn the midft.of tempestuous Clouds)ane\ 
Still mos exattly performing. Yer Rex 
volution, Still doing, Your Duty. \w how 


might I praife. Your Maderation; knows 
wntO. lh Meu. Tour. sta og | 
ou 


e : 


gs 
Your keight, but mot burning Zeal in 
facred Things! How might 1 proceed to 
admire your Private, as well as Pub- 
lick Endowments ; Your SLquanimity, 
and Eveunefs of-Temper'3: Your Sourd- 


nels of Judgment, : wr UIE, 3 
Your Integrity of Life, and Conver- 
fation 3 Your Difcretion, and Graceful 


Epittle ‘Dedicatory. 


ad deep Lei 


> 


Justuefs of Decorum, fo confpicuous in 
all Your Words and Attions ;. Your 
Courteous, Genteel and Generous Beha- 
viour toards all: Men. But thefe are 
Topicks too large to be infisted on in a 
Dedicaiory Epistle, aud be/ides they are 
[uch as [peak Themfelves, and will for 
Fer, fpeak,; Pot Mortem loquetur vo- 


¢alior Fama’; aud therefore are fuch 


as I foall rather endeavour to Copy 
after, than pretend to Enlarge upon, 
Integrity and Honesty, Piety and Virtue, 
are more durable Monuments than the 
hardest Marbles of the most [luStrious 
Feros: For, they not only beget a con- 
Stant and lasting Tranquility of Mind, 
not ouly procure the Good-will and E- 
Steem of Men, but (which is more) they 
are fuch as will never fail to eutitle You, 

| | | SOIR, 


Epiftle Dédicatory: 
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An. Account 


Roman PAVEMENT, 
..,... Lately foundin | 
OXFORD-SHI RE 
FZ ANCGARY the 25**, 1711. os 
N the Parith of Stansfield, in Oxford-fhiré, a friall 
‘Village, Two Miles North. Weft from Woodftock., 
‘as a Country Farmer ( one George Flannes )' was’ 
plowing his Lard, his Plow-fhare happen’d to hit 
upon fome Foundation-Stones, amongft which, ‘he 
turn’d up an URN; which thade the Farmer have the 
curiofity of fearching farther, whereupon he difcover’d 
a Large, and Entire Ancient Te//eHated Roman Pavement, 
35 Foot in Length, and 20/in Breadth, not above-2 Foot: 
under Ground. The Superficies of it is all fmooth and 
level], and compos’d of little fquare pieces of Brick, and 
Stone, about the bignefs of Dice, generally fpeaking;' 
but fome larger, and fome fmaller, of 6 different Colours, 
(viz. Blue, Red, Yellow, Afh-Colour, Milk-White , and 
Dark-Brown) orderly difpos’d into Works, and ftrongly 
cemented together, upon a Bed of Mortar, about a Foot 
in Thicknefs, fupported by ribb’d Arch-Work under- 
Neath. ‘This Pavement, by its equal Divifion, into 
different forts of Work, fhould feem to have ferv'd for 
2 different Rooms: But be that as it will, I choofe to con: 


fider it, at prefent, as itis now but Ofie entire abd ntti 
ye That 


ai ee Eazy). 
That part of the Field, where it was difcover’d, is call’d 
Cheft-Fik, andfometimes. Cheft- Hill. Acre in fome old. — 
Eeafes of this Land, being a-Rifing Ground, about half. - 
a Furlong from the O/d Roman Akemanfirect-Way, and 
about 3 Furlongs off Stunusfie/d* Town. 

A late Indultrious Author (for whom. I.have a great — 
Refpect, tho’ at the fame time I have been forc’d, for the 
Truth’s fake, to write again{t-him) has 1n his 8th Vol. of | 
L—d, given the World a pretty large Account of this 
Pavement, and makes no queftion, but that it is Reman; 
and I know nobody that diffents from: him in this Par- 
ticular. | 

¢ Altho’ it be certain ({ays he) that other People us’d 
¢the fame fort of Work, long after the breaking of the 
« Northern Nations into the Roman Empire, yet there are — 
“¢no Hiftorians (as 1 know; of ) that obferve, that this 
¢kind-ofWork was »practis'd here in Britain, either by 
“the Savous, or by the Danes, or by the Normans. On © 
the contrary, itis clear, that before the Mormans, the 
© Buildings in this Ifle were very rude and mean: The 
‘\Architect’s were illiterate, and underftood: nothing of — 
‘Curious Workmanthip, much lefs cou’d-they pretend — 
‘to,the Opere-Mujiva... And therefore, Page sith, he 
very jultly concludes this Work to,be Roman, 7 
. And indeed.weare fufliciently convine’d, from feveral . 
eredible Hiftorians, thatthe O47 Romans .were wont to, — 
make fuch fort.of, Pavements,'as were compos’d of little, _ 
fquare bits of Bricks and Marbles, about the bignefs of | 
Dice; whereof, the Romaz Generals, amongit the.reft of — 
their Baggage, were us’d to.carry a Quantity, fufhicient. 

_ topave the Place where they fet up the Pretorium,or Ge. 
neral's Tent sor atlealt, fome part of it, as weare particu. — 
larly informed by Suetonius in the Life of Fulius Cafar, [a 
expeditionibus Teflellata Z SeQulia Pavimenta circumtu- 
Agfe. Thefe, ifsmade of {mall fquare Marbles of divers — 
Natural Colours, were call’d Asibspofa, (7. ¢. Tefelatis 
lapilis ftrata)y But if of {mall Bricks or ‘Tiles, aruficially 
ting’d with Colours, anneal’d:and polifh’d, Pavimenta . 
Tef[eHata, or Opera Mufiva, i.e. what we call Mofaic, - 
but more properly :«Mu/aigue Work, As we learn from. 
feveral Rowan, and other Authors, -particularly Came 
fe 


aes ee eee 
Vitruvius, Aufonias, Perraltus, Papinius, Suarefius, Vel- 
ferus, Kircherus, Goreeus ; and Bergierius, which «Jatt 
Author gives us a full Account of thefe Pavements, in 
the roth Tome of Grevius's Thefaur. Antiquitat. Rom. 
pag. 139. +—— dia Pavimenta (lays he) zuftrata eravt 
Lapidibus Majoribus, alia Minovibus.' Majores voco La- 
pides; qui trientem Gpultra; Minores, qui infra trientem 
ad fabe ufgue parvitatem patent. Fi Sectilia, iH Tefle- 
re appeHantur, ——Teflerz apud nos vuleo in Templis vi- 
funtur, ubi fere folent effec Coloris fimphcis, guandogue Du- 
plicis, in certos ordines digefie & adifpofite. Vocabantur 
Secilia aut Segmenta, quia in minores particulas fea ad 
convententem proportionem operis conferendi @> coagmen- - 
tand?. Segmentoram Colores, alii evant Nativi, five 
ab ipfa Natura; Alit ab arte, five Pidti. Sectilia 
Pavimenta primo in ufum venerunt circa tempora Catonis 
(/enioris)—— Ex Segmentis Pidctis proprie conflant Opera 
Mufiva ve] Mulaica. ——Pavimenta forme lapidea, operis 
tam Segmentati fimblicis quam Mulivi, Grecis diffa fue- 
runt una voce Aibicswla, guafi dicas Lapidibus firata. 
Tale forfan fuit Pavimentum ad Tribunal Pilati, 
‘Téwov Aisicpoler, Hebraice vero Gabbatha. hie 
» And we are inform’d»by Salmafius, in his Pliniane — - 
Exercitationes, that the Superftructures of thefe Tents 
were cover’d with 7z/es and S/ars, and that the Parietes, | 
or Side- Walls, were what we call Fear-Walls, compos'd 
of nothing but Timber and Plaifter; the Infides, or L1- 
nings of which Walls were adorn’d with Chequer'd 
Paintings, in imitation of the Pavements, as we are told 
by the fame aforemention’d Author, Bergierzas, pag. 14.1. 
Mufiva opera maxime ferviebant. incruftandis Muris. 
Parietibus, in Templis, Palatiis, Cubicalis. Maguatum. 
That our Stunsfield Tent had fuch Side-Walls, one may 
guefs from the feveral pieces of Painted Plaiftering found 
upon the-Infide of the Foundation Walls. And that the 
Super{tructure was cover’d with Slats,one may guefs trom 
the great many Slats found among{t the Rubbifh, mixc 
vith pieces of burnt Timber, Mortar and Nails. » And 
that there were other Rooms, contiguous to this chief 
Room of the Pretorium, one may guefs from the Foun- 
‘dation Walls they have difcover'd all roundit. 


" hor / 


' And probabl thofe Holes, .on each fide of the Paye- 


ment, ferv'd for no other ufe but to fix in the lower 
ends of the upright Side-Pieces, that were the main 


Supporters of the Side-Walls, or, at leaft, fome pieces © 


of Timber, to fix the Frame fteady. But our Author © 
has quite another Opinion of thefe Azoles, and is pleas’d © 


‘(page 26.) to call “em Chanels, ot Paffages, which he 


‘{uppofes to have been defign’d to convey the Heat — 
¢ from a Subterranean Stove to every Room, and thinks © 


¢’em to have been of the fame Nature with thofe men- 


¢tion’d by Palladio, in his Traét De Focis Keterum, Print- 
€ed at the end of his Autiguitates Urbis Rome. Indeed — 
_ the Subterranean Haal/t is fhallow enough to be one Con. | 

tinued Stove, for the Cavity underneath the Pavement is — 
not Capacious enough for a Man to get under, any other- © 
wife than by creeping upon all Four. Butif the Cavity © 


did really ferve for a Stove,one wou’d expect to find fome 


Remains of an Hypocauft, tome oblong, {quare, hollow © 
Bricks, that 4erv'd for that purpofe: But there.1s no- © 
thing to be difcover’d in this Subterranean Vault , but — 


a 


a 


an obtufe fort of ribb’d Arch-Work, and the Bottom — 


— cover'd with clean Gravel; whereas had it ferv'd for a 


Stove, they would furely have, found bes inttead of © 
Gravel; Which inclines me °to. think that.this aault — 
cou’d ferve for no other ufebut to keep the upper Pave. 
ment dry. I grant, that fome of the Luxurious Romans 
might make ufe of fuch delicate Fires, {uch nice Subter- — 
ranean Stoves, in their Palaces at Home, but fcarcein © 
their Camps Abroad; in their Bagazo’s, but not in their © 
Tents. And I don’t find that the aforemention’d PaLadio © 
{peaks of ‘em as us’d any where elfe; —— Canales (fays © 
he) 242 hodte confpicui funt in plurimis /Gdificiis intra @ 


extra Romam, vetuftate divuljis. 


Another thing obfervable, and which. our Author 
takes but little notice of, is the black, whole, and dried — 
Corn, with which our Stansfield Paveysent.was cover d, 


above half a Foot, and in fome.places near a,Foot deep. 


‘This Cora I fuppofe to be laid.on, on purpofe to, preferve © 
it. If it be ask’d, How the Coru it felf. could be pre- — 
ferv’d under Ground for fo long time? I anfwer, How — 
- were thole Subterrangan Trees prefery’d shauhave dere 
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often, found in Coruwel , Chefhire;: and other Plaéés 
(often mention’d by Camden and.Childrey) and {ome Nat- 
Trees, with Nuts on’em, fuppos’d to have lain: buried 
there ever fince Nogh’s Flood. How are Grapes, Goofe- 
berries, and other Fruits preferv'd undex Ground? ‘And 
why not Corz the fame way ? Indeed Human Bodies rot 
jn their Graves, by» reafon of their internal Moifture, 
but Mummies, and Bodies embalm’d, are preferv’d from 
Putrefaction. Witnefs the cAeyptian Pyramids, where 
have been many Bodies found {till entire, that have been 
embalm’‘d almoft 3000 Years ago. The natural Reafan 


of all which. is, that they are preferv’d from Air and 


Water, which two Elements prey upon all Bodies, even 
the Hardeft and molt Compaét. And} queftion not, but 
our Subterrauean Corn had been taken up much frefher, 
had. not the Tumulus, or Heap of Earth, that lay over 
it, been worn away of late Years by, the Plough, and fo 
the Wet taken it. Another Objection may be this, How 


do we know, but that this Cora might be. only the Corz — 


that was Sown there ? I anfwer, had it been the Corz 
that: was Sown there, from time to time, one woud 
have expected to have found feveral. forts of Grain mixt 
together, and all of ’em blended with» Earth ; whereas 
the Corm, that cover’d the Pavement, and lay fo thick 
upon it, was nothing elfe but Heat only, without any 
mixture of other Grain, or even of Earth. Which in- 
clines me to believe, that it was dried and Jaid-on for no 
other end and purpofe, but to preferve the Pavement, and 
keepitdry. For the Romans, when they left Brita, 
did.ufe to burn and demeolifh thefe Pretortan Tents, and 
bury their Pavements (or rather calt 7 umnulus’s,or Heaps 
of Earth over’em) as béing too large and cumberfom for 
Carriage, after they were made up; and perhaps, not 
without fome thoughts of returning fome time or other 
{as our Author very. well obferves) and as we know 
they did feveral times, to the affiftance of the Arztaims, 
againit their then troublefom Neighbours, the Pcs and 
Scots: For otherwife we cannot: conceive, how thefe 
Pavements cou’d have been concéal’d for fo many Hun- 
dred Years, That Acre, or Peice of Ground, on which 
this Tent was Built, hadundoubtgdly its Name of Che/f- 


ditt: 
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#iill- Acre, from the little Fa&itious-Hill, or Tumulug, 
that was caft over it to conceal it, but after it became 
Arable Ground, this 74mulus was by degrees worn down 
by the Plough, as that Part of the Mihtary-Way, that ran | 
near it, was. And it was. call’d Cheft-Hilll, from the old 
Saxon word Chefter, or Ceaftre, or Caftor ; which words 
were form’d from the Roman Caftrum, as we learn from | 
Mr. Barton, in his Commentary on Autoninas’s Itinerary 
through Aritam, Pag.41. And as the Rev and Ingenious 
Mr. Morton tells us, in his Natural Hi/tory of Northampton- 
Shire, lately publith’d, pag. 512. The reafon of fo much 
Corn in this General or Officer’s Tent, was, to be fure, 
his Provifion for his Army, and it might be quickly 
after Harvelt when this Station was deferted, and then 
not knowing what otherwife todo with this Store, they 
might put it to this ufe. ‘ For ’tis well known, that the 
Roman Tents had their Grainaries amonett other neceflary 
Places, adjoining to’em; And this Grainary was call'd 
Hlorreum, in quo condita, erat Annona, jive Pramenta 
Legumina que militibus diftruebantur - As we learn 
from the Roman Writers, particularly Franci/cus Patrt- 
cius inhis Res-Militaris-Romana: In the 94oth Page of 


Gravius’s T hefaur. Antiq. Roman. Tom. 10: gg 

Another thing: very Obfervable, is the Cozs, found 
with the Pavement, and which is a good Argument 
to prove it to be Roman: For, asthe Ingenious Mr.. 
Teckel jultly obferves, in that excellent Poem of his, on 
the Pro/pec? of Peace, Pag. ro. aa Me 


Coins mixt with Medals of zmmortal Rome, —__ 
May clear Di[putes, and teach the Times to come. 


Though our Author, in the very firft Page of his Dif- 
courfe, does pofitively, and, I think, over-confidently 
» affert, that there were no Coins found, and yet concludes - 
the Pavement to.be Romax ; quite contrary to Camden, 
and Plot, and others,: who always conclude'thus ; That 
where there are no Roman Coims found, there was no 
Roman. Station, but rather Saxon, or Danifb.: .Now if 
what our Author in this matter fo confidently aflerts, 
be true, I dare as confidently aflert, that this.is'the Only 
Roman Camp, in all Britain, at-which no Roman. Coins 
bho ie Wels 
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were Buried. But, T-mutft -beg leave to ‘contradi&’our, 
Author 2 little, as to ;this-main Particular: For, the! 
Man that found the Pavement, did confefs to me, that’ 
he found an Ura immur’d (which, as'I hinted before;! 
was the firft occafion, of his fearching’ farther; and) 
which; according to his Defcription of it, does really 
“appear to have-been an Urn: And moft People believe, 
that he found Go/d Comsin it, tho’ he conceal’d.’em, and 
probably difpos’d of ’em Privately, for fear, leaft. the. 
Lord of the Mannor fhou’d lay Claim to’em : Therefore: 
he wou'd not confefs, that he found any thing in the’ 
Urn, (tho’ it is feldom, or never known, that thefe’ : . 
Urns ave found Empty) but that as foon as he found it, 
he immediately ran Home with it, and that upon the’ 
fetting of it down upon the Stones, it fell all to pieces 3: 
I fuppofe like thofe Sepulchral Urns lately taund, in the 
Infide of the Old City-W all, at London ; fome of which) 
were fo tender and rotten, that they immediately crum- 
bled; and fell to pieces.. However, there are feveral’ 
Ancient People. of this Place, that do folemnly profefs,. 
that. upon the firft difcovery of this Pavement, they did. 
find, among{t the Rubbifh, feveral:O// Copper Comms, 
and Sold ’em to People! that came, out of Curiofity, to’ 
Vilit this Place, as they do ingenioufly confefs, that’ 
afterwards indeed finding (the Duds Odor Lucri) the: 
Advantage of fuch Cosus, they did get a fupply of others. : 
Befides, fome Ancient Farmers of this Place do fay, that: 
* they have formerly found fuch little Old Pieces of Money 
in Plowing their Land; but then, not knowing the 
Value of ’em, they were carelefs of em. But now to 
examine this mattera little more narrowly: The Coun-: | 
try-Farmer difowns that he found any Moncey in the: 
Orn, . What then fhou'd induce him, as foon as ever he. 
had found the Urm, immediately, and in all haft, to 
run Home with it, unlefs he firft difcover'd Moncey in’ 
it? Certainly he wou’d, in thé firft place, have fearch'd’ 
_ the Pot; and feen whether there was any thing of Value’ 
'in it, and that was Worth his while Carrying Home ?’ 
|The: Top of it was ealy to be taken off, tf it had any, - 
and the Search was as Eafy and Natural, What made; 
him fo hafty to ran away with it, and leave his Pings ‘ 
aw bat is an 
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and Horfes in the Field, that were Plowing with him? 
 Poflibly his Man might have found ‘a greater Treafure, — 
~ whillt his Mafter ftept Home with his Urn, that, lie fays, _ 
had nothing in it, but Earth. If he had wanted a Spade, — 
or Pick-Ax, to have fearch’d farther, he had better have’ } 
order’d his Man to have Shut-off the Horfes, and'went — 
Home to fetch thofe ‘Tools, whilft he himfelf had ftay’d ~ 
tofearch farther, as he cou’d. ‘So that in fhort, either’ — 
we imuft Conclude, That this Country Farmer was fo 
Stupid and Sottifh, and devoid of all Curiofity, as not — 
to:itatid to Search the Urn, before he'took the Pains to. © 
| haften Home witht (which was Six Furlongs backward 
and forwards:) Or’ elfe, we muft ‘conclude, that the 
Farmer was fo much a Scholar as to know, that it was’ 
a: Roman Urn, and'therefore Valuable in it felf$ and that — 
the Old Romans were us'd to Bury Money in fuch fort — 
of Pots ; andtherefore to take it forGranted, that there — 
was Money in it, and fo run away with it at'aventure. — 
But how is itlikely, that a poor Country Farmer, fhou’d — 
undérftand what Roman Urns were? T'lbwarrant ye, he ~ 
ad never feen; or heard of any fuch thing as ‘a Roman 
Urn, in all his\Life-time. How then cou'd he know a ~ 
Pecuniary Ure (as t may fo call it) from a Sepulchral Orn? 
Or, either from a Flower-Pot? Or (to fpeak more ‘to his — 
Gapacity ) a «Money-Pot, from'a Honep-Pot ? I infer’ 
therefore, that itis highly Probable, (if not certain) — 
that the Country-man did find a Pot of Comms with the 
Pavement. However, he fhow'd his Cunning in Con-” 
cealing it, becanfe (as IT hinted before) they did, by the” 
Ancient Statute of 7reafure-Trove, belong to'the Quees, — 
or elfé'the Lord of he Mannor';' for fo we are told by” 
’ the Reverend Dr. Wood, in his‘ New /uffitate of the 
Lmperial, or Civil Law, Pag. 89. ~-—— * By the Laws of © 
‘ England (lays he) Treafure-Trove, is, when any Gold, — 
. or Silver, in Coin, Plate, or Bullion, has’been of An- 
— €cient time hidden; wherefoever it be found, and — 
¢ where no Perfon can prove any Property, it does belong — 
¢to the King, orfome other by the King’s Grant.” 
“But to proceed: Our Author, tho’ 


he allows not of 
any Coins found with the Pavement, yet in his Difcourfe, — 
pag.28, by way of Digreflion, is pleas’d to deliver his” 
an Pe Att a 3 Opis 
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‘Opinion concerning the Romans hiding their Coizs, and 
fays , ‘He thinks it: was upon Profpeé of a Return, 


“that the Romans hid fuch vaft Numbers of Coins: And 
“this they did (fays he) not only in the Year 413, and 


“at fome other times, but chiefly in the Year 476-——— 
Whereas we find, that they began this Trade of Burying 


fo much Money here in Brita much Earlier (no. lefs 
than 346 Years) even as Early as the time of He/pa/an, 


which was the Year 69.. But this is too much Matter 
of Faé to be deny’d: However, that he might not take 
my. bare Word for it, I. refer him to the learned Sir 
Thomas Brown's Difcourfe of Orn- Burial, (which. is 


-annex'd to his Auguiries into Vulgar Errors) where 
Chap. 2d he fays ——— ‘It is not Strange to find Roman 


Northamptonfbire - 


¢ Coims.of Copper and Silver among us (/. ¢. in Norfolk) . 
“of Ve/pafian,. Trajan, Adrian, Commodus, Antonius , 


“Severus, Dioclefian, Conftantine, Confians, Valens, with 
many of HiGorinus, Pofthumius,Tetricus, and the 30.Ty- 


* rants in the Reignof Ga/ienus, gc. ’T were endlefs to 
‘multiply Quotations in this Cafe, I fhall therefore men- 
tion but one Author more, and that is the Reverend 


“Mr. Morton, who inhis Nat. Hit. of Northamptonfbire, 


pag. sto. tells us of Roman Coms found at Caftor in 
* Where (fays he) are fuch Quan- 
* ties thrown up, that a Man woud really think (to ufe 
“Mr. Camden's Expreflion) They were Sown there: Al- 
*moft all of ’em are of Copper. ‘They. are the Cozs of 
 feveral Emperors, particularly Trajaz, Adrian, Glius 
“Verus, T, Antoninus; Gordianus, Letricus, Maximian, 
© Caraufins, ConStantius Chlorus, ConStantine the Great, 
“Crifpus, ConStantius junior, ConStans, Magnentius, Va- 
‘ lentinianus, Valens.——~ And he proceeds to. tell us, 


“that the Reverend Mr. Baxter of St. John's College, 


© Cambr. has the beft ColleGion he has feen of the Cozus - 
*of this Place. So far Mr: A4ortos——In a word, Perhaps 
the Cuftom of Burning Bodies, amongft the:Pagans, and 
Burying the Afhes and Bones in Urus, and the .Cuftom 


of Burying (Money in Urns, commenc’d much about the 
fame time ; and fo was Originally taken from the Cuftom 


of Burying the Nau/um Charonzis, or Charon’s Fee, in the 
fame Orn with the Relicks of the Deceas'd. How- 
. .* > | ~ €Vers 


wah Cea. | 
ever, this we may depend upon, if we will, believe — 
Pliny, who in his Nat. His, Ley. C. $4.) tells us, that 
the Cultom of Burying Bodies amongft the: Romans, — 
began in Cornelius Sylia’s Time, who, (having violated 
the Sepulchre of Caius Marius, and fearing the like 
Ulage himfelf) was the Firlt Patréctaw that order'd his 
Body to be Burn’d after the P4rygzan manner: which 
accordingly happen’d A.U.676. which was 74 Years 
before our Saviour’s Time. And we are told by Macro. 
bius, (Saturn.1.7. c.7.) that the Time of. the Ceffation — 
of this Pra@ice commenc’d, when the Roman Empire 
became Chriftiau, which we know was in ConStantine — 
the Great’s Time, A. C..306. So that the Duration of 
this Cuftom amongft the Romans of Burning Bodies, was _ 
281 Years. And fo long, and fomewhat longer, lafted — 
the Roman Cultomof Burying Money in Urus, and ge- — 
nerally large Quantities of Money too, as we have feen.. 
- Nor can I agree with our Author, that the Romaus 
hid their Money (as they did their Pavements) purely — 
upon Profpect of a Return. For granting they hid vait 
Numbers of Coins, yet I can never entertain fucha — 
wild Imagination as to think, That they any. where, at — 
any time, hid Numbers vaft enough, or Quantities fuf- 
ficient for the Maintainance of an Atmy. What Ufe _ 
then cou’d thofe vaft Numbers of Coins be to’em, if 
they had Return’d?) They might perhaps have ferv’d 
' their Generals for a little Pocket-Money for a while, — 
but thofe Coins divided amongft their Souldiers, wou'd 
fearce, I am affraid, have been every Man a-Penny..— 
The Coins they. hid were, for the molt part, Copper, 
fome ‘few Silver, but very few Gold. © And ‘tis well 
known’ that the Urns, in which the Romans usd to — 
Bury their Money, were but {mall But/to make as — 
large Conceffions as can be defir’d in this Cafe, letus — 
fuppofe, that the Urns in which they Buried their | 
Money, were:as large as their Sepulchral Urns (tho’ by — 
the bye, it wou'd be very hard. to name the Place where 
fuch large Urns of Money were ever found) yet, allow- — 
ing of this Suppofition, {till lask, What wou'd One, or — 
even Two or Three fuch Urns of Money fignify to- 
wards Maintaining an Army? But, Why doowe ong : 


aS 


be Pea) a eee 
talking of little Pots and Urns? I-fhou’d think that — 
_ whole Chefts and Trunks, nay a whole Wagon Load of 
_ Money, woud fcarce be too much for Maintaining an 
_ Army in-a Foreign Gountry for any: Term of Years, 
Bo fo nothing of the egregious Folly of leaving any, 
» even Jeffer Quantities of Money behind ‘em, upon a 
_ bare uncertain Profpe& of Returning, when as the 
_ Bringing-back with ’em any Quantity of Money, wou'’d 
_ be neither Troublefome nor Dangerous. For, What 
_ Trouble cou’d.a Quantity of Money be among{t Heavier 
|. Carriages? sAnd, How feldom is it that Armies are 
 Robb’d? Therefore I rather think, that they us’d to 
“leave fuch things behind ’em, as fo many inconteftable 
- Memorials of the Once Roman Greatnefs. ( Which 
Cuftom has. been Praétis’d by our Own, as well as Other 
Warlike Nations; as France,. and Spaiw, and other 
Countries in Zurope can witnefs, and not only fo, but 
another Quarter of the World too: Of which I {hall 
produce but One fingle Inftance, {till freth in fome 
People’s Memories, and that is Zangier in Africa. When 
King Charles 11°, Demolifh’d this {trong Place, in the 
Year 1682. he caus’d a great deal of our Englifh Coin. to 
be Bury there, as an undoubted Teftimony to Future - 
Ages of the Englifh Prowef; asl aminform’d by the 
Honorable Capt. Aer tie of Chefferton in Oxfordfbire, wha 
was Himfelf in that Aaion. I need not mention that. 
well-known Cuftom, Daily praétis’d in This and Other 
Nations, of Burying Infcriptions and Coins under the’ 
Foundations of Famous Buildings, as fo many Hints and 
Memorandums to out Pofterity.) And truly it was no 
{mall Glory to Ancient Rome (the then Emprefs of the 
World) to have fent out her Vidorious Legions, and’ 
{pread out her Formidable Eagles, fo Far, as even from 
One Corner of the World to the Other; and not only 
to have Conquer’d, butto- have maintain’d her Conquelts 
_ for fo long a Space of Time, which, as Hillorians tell 
us, was no.lefs than s00 Years. For Fulius Cafar. (in 
his Comment. Zid. 4.) places his Firft Expedition out of 
Gaul into Hritain, in the Year when Cu. Pompey and A. 
ae were both the Second Time Confuls,; which (ac- 
— €ardjng to the Chronological Hiftory of Helvicus). ~ 
eee ate : PgR 
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6098 Years aftersthe City of Rome w rhe 
piration of thé Roman Government, when the Britams. 


in vain Petition’d for Relief, was (as Bede tells us; 20.1. 


cap. 13.) when cAletius was the Third Time: Conful 


Weft, and Theodofius U1. of the Zaft, which was in the 


Year of the City (according to the aforemention’d — 
Chron. Hift) 1198, which was in the Year of Chrift - 
448, and not as our Author wou'd have it 476. So, 


that the Continuance of the Romans here; was exactly 


< 


as Built: The Ex. | 


with Symmachus, Valentinian U1. being Emperorof the — 


% 


! 


the Space of 500 Years. Which, as it-was 8 good Ar- — 


gument of the Extenfivenefs of the Roman Power, fo was 


| 


it a good Reafon for their Burying fo much «Moncy, — 


to refrefh the Memory of what ftands upon the Ever- 
~ Jafting Records of the Great-Britifo and Romifb Annals... 


But now ’tis high Time to enquire, What Roman Sta- — 
tion was here at Stansfield, and to what Roman General — 
this Pavement did belong? Why our Author (Pag. 4. of © 
his Preface, as likewife in the Body of his Difcourfe ) 

is of Opinion, ——‘ That this Pavement was the Pave- ~ 
ment of the Principal Room of a Hall, or Palace, that — 
¢was erected for a Roman Officer: And that this Officer ~ 


¢was Subordinate to the Famous General Theodo/ius, 


¢and that the Hall, or Palace (fure not a Palace for a 
«Subordinate Officer!) was put up about the Year 367, — 


ewhen Theodofius clear’d Britain of Barbarous Hnemies, 


¢Well; and that this Theodofius Garrifon’d Alchefter (a 


«Large and well Fortify'd City, 7 Miles off Stunsfield) 
cat the fame timé, with a confiderable Number of well 


¢ Difciplin’d Men. —— Pag.14. He goes on to tellus, — 
é That he alfo fet Guards upon the Frontiers, and order’d — 


«divers Watches to be plac’d upon the High-Ways, 
«?Tis poffible (he does not fay Probable ). there were 
¢{mall Garrifons and Camps in divers Places all about, 
cand particularly at Sruusfield, on the Hill where this 
« Pavement was dug up’: And ina Place on the Welt of 
¢ Begbrook Church, juft at the Entrance into the Pariflh 
<of Sladon, commonly call’d Round-Ca/tle ( which I doubt 


¢not, fays he, but tts Reman, and that it was form’d | 


«much about the fame time with this at Stunsfield,) and — 


¢ alfo.at Combe, about a Mils Southwards from ieee? iq 
Fok ; om tQther 
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Other leffer Houfes were alfo built about:thefe Princi- 
| “pal Ones, for neceflary Ufe and Convenience, andthe 
| Soldiers lodg’d all round to be ready upon all Emer- 
‘gent Occafions, to hinder any Rebellion or Infur- 
| “rection, @¢.- Ue a ' 
Thus has our Author laid out the matter as plain, as 
if he himfelf had been. an Old Soldier, or at leaft, an 
_Hittorian in the Roman Times. For my. part, I mutt 
needs confefs, that if I had tumbl’d overall the Hiftories 
inthe Aodleyan, or, perhaps, the Vatican Library, 1.be- 
lieve I fhou’d {carce have found out, that Jécodo/ius was 
ever in Oxford-fbire. Ihave read, indeed, that Theodo- 
fms was in Britain, that he came to London, and from 
thence fteer'd his Courfe towards the Worth of Britain; 
and was very Succefsful over the P/&'s, and Scots, and 
drove them within their own Borders, .and fo return’d. 
‘For before his coming, thofe Norther People were exs 
ceeding troublefom to the Aritainms, broke into their 
Country, and committed.igreat Outrages ; for which 
very reafon Theodofius was fent for to quell’em ; and as 
-foon as he had done fo, he made hafte back agen to Rome; 
as I learn from Speed , and other Britifo Hifforians : 
But I never knew before, that he ever fettled in‘this 
Southern Part of Great-Britaia; ox at leaft, that he ever 
was at dU/chefler. And therefore, I.can almoft as foon be- 
lieve that Fauftzva was Hadrian's Wife, (as our Author, 
and no body elfe but our Author, tells us, page 20.) as 
that Adchefter was ever the Station of Theodofus, or 
Stunsfield of his Subordinate Officer. Indeed it mutt be 
faid in vindication of our Author, that he only delivers 
his own Private Opinion, becaufe ’tis confefs’'d that Pub. — 
lick Hiftory is filent in this Cafe; but then it muft be 
gonfefs'd too, that Opinion is generally grounded upon 
fome Reafon or other, otherwife in the moft natural 
Conltruction of it, it-is nothing elfe but meer random 
Guefs. Task therefore, What Reafon our Author had 
to think that 4cheffer was the Station of Theodofius ? 
Why Theodofius rather than, any other General? Why. 
not fome General that we are fure, from Hiftory, fettl’d 
in thefe Southern Parts of Britain;.nay, that had his 
Station in this particular Coynty? As ‘or inflance, Why 
Belen, | | | poping 


\ 
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& 
® 
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a Pretor, (fent into Britain by 

- Claudius the Emperor, uno Chrifft 42, or thereabouts) 
who (as Dion Caffius, in his '66** Book exprefily tells 
us) took part of the Dobuni into his Prote&ion 3 2. ¢. 


not Aulus Plautius, a Ro 


{as Camden explains it) Glocefter-fhire and Oxford.fbire ? 
Or, Why not Fahus Agricola, the Lieutenant of Titus 


Vefpafian, Anno Chrifti 79. who (as we learn from Taci- . 


gus, that was his Son-in law, and wrote his Life) com- 
pleated the Roman Conquetts here, and fettled in this 
Southern Part of Britain? No, our Author imagines 


(page 13.) ‘ That the Pavement is Barbarous Work, and 
‘done in the Decline of the Empire ;-and that therefore 


“it muft have been the Station of fome General*that — 


¢liy’d in the Decline of the Empire. And truly very | 


likely. Yet ftill Lask this Queftion, Why Theodofius 


yather than any other General that liv’d in the Decline 
of the Empire? Sure he was not. the Only General that 


liv'd in the Decline of the Empire. I reckon that 4/- 
deus liv’d in the Decline of the Empire, as well as Theo- 
dofius ; There’s but 80 Years-diftance between them: 


I hope thofe few Years won’t make much odds... Why 


then fhou’d not Al/efus be as likely a Man, as Theodo- 
fius? Nay, why not Aefus rather than Theodo/ius ? 
Becaufe we have fome certain Information that A/edfus 
was in thefe Parts, and fettl’d here, and had his Station 
but 6 or 7 Miles off the Place where this Pavement was 
found: But we are fo far from having any Information 
that Theodo/ius ever fettled in this County, that we have 


_ fo manner of Information that he ever fettl’d any where 
-at all, in«Zrztam. Lconfult my Friend Mr. Camden, 


fometimes, and wou’d as foon believe-him, as any Hifto- — 


rian whatever, ef{pecially, when back’d by the Learned 
Dr. Gibfon ; and they are of Opinion, thatthere was a 


Roman Statin at Alichefler, (near Chefterton, but now in 


the Parith of Wendlebury) 6 or 7 Miles off Stunsfiela , 
and juft upon the meeting of AkemanStreet-Way, and 
the Port-Way from Wallingford, which Akemanstreet- 
Way runs in a ftrait Line from Acheter to Stunsfields 
And that this Station was Founded; and Poffefs’d by 
AlleZus, (and not as our Author wou'd have it, Theodo- 
fas) who was feat. into Britain, by Dinclefian, — 
ae Le er Ny SOGSE 
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Year of Chrift 284, Mr. Gamden’s Words are thefe, 
page 296. . ‘ Here are fome few remains of an Old De. 
| “Serted Station, which they call AllcheSter, perhaps in. 
'titead of Ald-Chefter, or the Old Castrum, thro’ which 
a Military-Way led. (Which Two Names in Mr. Cam. 
den’s Britannia may be eafily reconcil’d » by allowing it 
tobe A-Cheffer, in the time of-the Romans, from Al. 
kus 3 and Ald-CheSer in the time of the Sawons, from 
the Savou Word Ealo, which fignifies Q/a). And Dr, 
Gibfou, who has feen this Station, tells us (in page 241. of 
Cama, Brit.) that itis a Quadrangular Camp, or Garifon, 
and that the Bounds of it are {till vifible, tho’ the Area 
or Site of it has been for a long time a Part of the Com. 
“mon Fieldof Weudlebury. And the Dr. having perus’d x 
a Manufcript that. treats of this Camp, feems to be of 
Opinion, that this fame. Camp did belong to.the Roman 
Emperor AUefus. Bor (fays he) ‘The Reafon of the 
‘Name is an evidence of its Antiquity, whether we make 
Sat (with. Mr. Camden) Ald. Chefter, or Alle&i-Caftrum, 
‘from the Roman Alleus ; an Opinion ingenioufly de- - 
‘liver’dand maintain’d, with much fhow of 77 ruth, ina 
‘fhort Hiltory of AllcheSer, the Original MS. whereof 
‘is in the Hands of the Reverend Mr. Blackwell, B. D. 
“Rector of Brampton, in Northampton-foire. Bvt (con- 
‘ tinues he) a better mark of its Antiquity is the Situ- . 
‘ation of it upon AécwmanSireet, or Confular-¥ay— 
“which runs {trait along, as far as Stunsfield. 
.. The Ingenious Dr. Pit like wife, who has perus’d the 
fame MS. feems to be of the fame Opinion: The Romaxz 
Military-Ways, {ays he, lying fo very agreeable to it, 
Page 34.0. of his Natural Hiftory of Oxford-fhire, he tells 
us, he met with fome Notes ina MS, that lay AllcheSfer 
was the Seat of A//ecfus the Emperor, who having 
treacheroufly flain his Friend and Malter, the Emperor . 
Caraufins, bafely ufurp’d Britain for himfelf, calling. this 
new Seat after his own Name Alle@i-CaStrum (not Ti beo- 
dofit.Caftrum) fince, Alchefer + Buvit feems it flourith’d 
not long, for Conftantius Chlorus being fent againit him, ° 
by the Emperors, Diocle/ian and: Maximian, by the be- 
nefit of a Mi, landing privately fomewhere on the 
South;Shore, near the Iile of H7ig4r, (whether Allefus 2 . 


came 
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| stk se prevent hike) Eo him Battle, defeated, and — 
put him to flight towards this his chief Fortre/s, but 
was overtaken and flain by Afclepiodotus one of Con-— 
Sfantius’s Captains {as the Author of this MS. will have 
it) at Allesfield, now Elllsfield near Oxford, (which he — 
-alfo wou’d have tobe a Corruption of Allec?us-Field) 
before he could reach’it. Thus far Dr. Plot's Tranfeript — 
out’ of this MS. ‘Which Relation is agreeable to that of — 
the Roman Hifforians, only there is no mention of the — 
Place.'To'inftance but in one, and that is Aurelius Victor © 
de Cafaribus. ——Soli Caraufio (fays he) remif/um Infule — 
(ze. Britanniz) Jmperium, poflquam juffis ac munimento— 
Ancalarum contra Gentes Belicofas opportunior habitus. 
— Quem fane Sexennio poft AlleCtus nomine, dolo circumvenit. 
Qui, cum ejus permifju Summea-Rei praeffet, flagitio-— 
rum © ‘0b ea mortis formidine ; per fcelas Imperium 
” extorferat : guoufum brevi, Conftantius, Afclepiodoto, 742 
Pretorianis Prefetus praerat,cum parte Clatlis ac Legio-— 
num pramifvo delevit. FUSE. Rom. Scriptores Lat. ” 
weteres qui extant; omues, Pag.622. Tom. 1. Which Re- 
Jation ‘of this Roman Hiltorian, is likewife in all its” 
circumftances agreeable tothe Relation of our Briti/h_ 
Hiftorians in this matter, particularly Mr. Speed in his | 
Hillory of -Great-Britain, page 131. ———Caran/fius , 
fays he, was kill’d by the Treachery of AXecfus his Fa-_ 
amiliar Friend, in the Year 294. —-ConStantius Chlorus 
hearing of his Death, determin’d the recovery of Br7-" 
tain; and after great-Preparations, palling the Seas, in a- 


dark Foge, or A1i§#, landed his Men upon that Shore: - 


Alleéius, who had laid to intercept his coming, forfook | 
alfo ‘the Seas, and'meeting with \A/clepiodotus, a great | 
Scénefchall of the Pretorium, as a defparate Man hatted - 
-aipon ‘his own Death: For encountring with him, he_ 

neither ordér’d-his Battle, nor marfhal’d his Men, but 

fought at random) very unfortunately: And having put 
off his Purple Garment, he was among many others flain, | 
when’ he had» held’ his .Eftate‘(z. ¢. his Government) © 
‘Three Years. ¥ Tyr ws ben i 


The aforefaid MS. Hiftory of MUcbefter, written in 
the Year 1622, after it had fallen into the Hands of Dr 


Gilfon, 4 
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Gibfow, and Dr. Plot, at laft fell into the Hands of the - 
Reverend and Learned Dr. Kennet, who thought good 
to Print and Publifh it to the World, by way of Appens 
dix to-his Parochial: Antiquities of ddbrofden and Burs 
_tefler, and ‘has given it the CharaGter of a Credible Rela- 
tion, pag. 9. of his.faid Book. What Colleétions J have 
made out of it, are as follow. | 
| Al-Chefter, Al-Caer, or Cacr-AleP, was a Wall’d 
_ Town: that was built (as may be céllected by many Pro- 
babilities) by Caius Afefus, Onevofithe 30. Tyrants, 
who by flaying his dear Friend and*Emperor, Carau/ins, 
in open Battle; ata Place'2 Miles diftant from Ucheffer, 
| eall’d after his Name agra now Caversfield, (and 
- fince more corruptly Eafefield) obtain’d the fole Govern- 
_ ment of Britain. —The very Entrench’d Sconce of Ca- 
raus's Camp, where it lay, {till appears in the Plain upon 
 Bayard’'s-Green, a Mile, or better, diftant from the now 
Church of Caverfield. ——-This dilcheffer {tands in the 
very Heart of Akemanfireet-Way, one of the 4 Great 
Ways that parts ‘the Land of Britain; generally call’d 
| Lrminfireet-Way,~—~a Mile froma Seer, 4 from W’o0d- 
. frock, and 9 from Oxford, —In the Fore-Front of A/l- 
chefter, Alleéus, for his better Defences built a Sconce, 
or Watch-Tower, 'the Ruins whereof {till appear in a 
plain Plat of Meadow:Ground, (adjoining to d//cheffer) 
now the Soil of Thomas Moyles of Caversfield, Ef; but 
formerly of a Knight of the Name of Maund, where, in 
our Days, have’ been dige’d up much Roman Money , 
Brick, Tile, and Pavements of curious wrought Tile of 
the bignefs of a Six-pence, being delicately laid there.--+- 
In the:Year 1616. an’ Earthen: Pot full of Brafs Money; 
bearing the Stamp, ‘Namie, and Pi@ure, fome of Carau/ius, 
tome of A/le@us, was found under the Root of a Tree, 
in’ Steeple-Claydow Parith, by thegreat Pond there, in the 
Woods of that Worthy Knight, Sir Thomas Chaloner , 
Chamberlain to Prince Henry : Which-may feem, inftead 
of many ‘Authors, to give credit to my Hiftory.. For it 
feems to be hid there, what time they went to the 
Field hard by, and the Hiders being either put toflight, 
-orkill’d, it fo continued till it was found by Sir Thomas's 
Woodward, William sia ‘Sir i acta 
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(J; ¢. offering) mie the’Coins to be inform’d of the Tn: 
{cgiptions what they meant, I found that the one Coin 


had this Infeription on the Right fide ——~IMP. 
CARAUS. P.F. AUG.——which Interpret thus, —~/772- 


erator Caranfius. Pias Felix Augufius: And the other — 


Coin had ——-IMP..C. ALLECT. P.F. AUG— 
which I likewife thus Interpret Imperator Caius 


Alle@us Pius Felite. Augustus. — Both Emperors — 


Pidtures (7. e. Heads). being on the Right fide Coronated — 


Laureate, andion the other fide, both .Coins had the 


Piture of Pallas; qwith an Olive-Leaf in her Right-— 
Hand, reaching it but in token of Peace offer'd: And a — 


Spear in her. Left-Hand, that if Peace were refufed, © 


Thus far the. Writer 


then Wars fhould enfue, Gc. 
of that MS. | 


The Remarks that the Learned Dr. Kennet, and Dr. 
Plot have been pleas’d to make on this MS. are:thefe; 
Dr. Kennet tells us (page oth of his Parochial Antiquities) 
"the Story of Caranfius and dllefus in {hort is this.x— 


The guard of our Sea-Coafts, from the Infeftation of or- 


thern Pirates, was byahe Romans committed to a ftanding 


Admiral, under thefitle of Comes Littoris Saxonicz per 
Britanniam. He was Guardian or Warden of the Ports---- 
which’ Command about’ the 3d | Year of Dioclefian, was 


on petition of Caraufius, a Native of Britain, or Lreland, — 


siven to him; who took this Opportunity of infinuating 
20 his Country-men, that if they, wou’d receive him for 
their King, he wou’d expel their Foreign Matters, and 


ee eee — - 


reftore ‘their Native Liberty. . Upon this Profped, he — 
was admitted to the Government of this Ifle, and re- 


nounced all. Tribute'and Subjection to the Roman State : 
who refenting this defe&ion, fent over Baftanus ; but Ca- 


raufius by the alliftance of the Scots and Pié#s kill'd him, 


and defeated his Forces, and maintain’d his Supreme 
Power for 7 Years: About the Year 292. he was flain 
by Alecus AlleZus after 3 Years Reign was flain 
by Afclepiodotus, anno 294, or 295.——— So much for 
the Story. | hs xroc DeH9 
The fame Learned Hiitorian, fpeaking of the Coins, and 


other Remains of Antiquity, found at dlcheSter, pag.13.° 


goes on to tell us, Thatthe Area or Site of dWchefter has 
| been 
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been for many Ages,.an Arable Partiof the Common 
Field of Wendlebury:, fo-as the ‘Teeth’ of, Time, anigot 
the Plough, may be thought tothave iconfum’d. all, the 
Roman Reliques: Yet by walking’ o’et: the. Ground, .I 
-find-iteafy to collec: mary Fragments of Brick, Tiles, 
Urns, Veflels, and other Materials, ‘all of Roman make, 
and enough to diftinguifh this from any. adjacent Soil. 
Great Variety and Plenty of Roman Money, ot fuch efpe- 
cially, ‘as 1s dated from the Decline ofthat Empire, has 
been’ within a fewsYears gather’d and difpers’d. ., The 
Jargef{tiColle&tion is faid: to have been, in the Hands ef 
Mr. Zee; the Proprietor of Arene/ Farm, in the Parith 
of Burcefter: The late ReCtor of Wendlebury, Mr. Bond, 
was by his Parifhioners furnifh’d. with,a confiderable 
Number of ‘em. And within a few Years, wherein { 
have'apply’d my felf to, fome enquiry, I have procur'd 
more than too feveral Pieces, moft of which have been 
found by: the Children, of Wendlebury, in following the 
Plough: They call ‘em wUchefer Coin. .( Which,.to- 
ether with fome other Coins the Doétor. tells me,. he 
has lately:given to.be repofited in the Library at. Peter- 
borough, of which he is now the Reverend and Worthy 
Dean.) There be Footfteps ft#ll yemaining. of this 
-Garifon at AllcheSfer, in the Names,of the 2 neighbour- 
ing Villages, Chefferton and Wendlebury : Of which the 
former lies contiguous to the Site.of the Old City, and 
feems to have {prung up from the Afhes of it, preferv- 
ing the Memorial and the Name of Cafram, or Ce/ire. 
~The other, tho’ a fmall Village, has {wallow’d up the 
City; and keeps the Site of it within its own Bounds, 
onthe Zaft Partof the Common Field. This Weudle- 
bury {eems to derive its Name trom the Vandals, who 
(as Zofimus tells us) were fent as Stipendiary Soldiers 
into Britain, by Probus the Emperor, whofe Coins have 
been here found. Thus far Dr, Kennet. , 

Dr. Plot, in his Natural Hiftory-of this County, fpeakg 
of feveral Earthen Pots found in thefe Parts, fome for 
the ufe of Urns, fome of Lamps, fome of Lacrymatories, 
and others for Veflels of Oy], and Aromatick Liquors, 
And what is of more. immediate Concern, he relates 

(page 3377.) that: he faw, in the Parihh of Wendiebury, a 
er es: — D2 : great 
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great Square Stone, ‘hollow’d round in'the Middle, dug 
uppin; or néar the Old Citysof cbhefer.,.in which 


there was" feta -Glafy Bottle fitted to it, containing nds 
thing but foriewhat like Afhes, and cover'd ovérvabove 


with another broad flat Stone: Which Bottle heguefs’d 


to have beena Veflél of fome Atomatick Liquor. Anothez — 


thing’ the fame Ingenious Author takes notice of (in the 
faine Nat. AiS#. pagi334.) is the Pavement: found, at 


Allchefter. We fpeaks of this Pavement under the,Cha- — 


yaGer of the moft eminent of Roman Antiquities, madé 
of finall Bricks, or Tiles, not much bigger than) Dice, 
Which Pavement (fays'Dr. Kennet, pag. 12. of his Pa- 
rochial: Fit.) doesargue this Place to have beem the Sta- 
tion of AWecfas, orfome other fupreme General... And 

ive tie leave to add; that if the Pavement did, not, yet 
the Coins of <XeMas, and others, found here, do. unde. 
fiiably prove this to have been the Station of willectus, 
Yet our Author is ‘pleas’d to contradi& allthis, and 


feems to deny -dowh-right Matter of Fad. | Foran a 


‘Letterof his tothe Royal Society, Printed inthe 25th 
Volume of the Pdi fophical Tranfactions, page 399. he 


has thefe Words;+223.¢ Tho’ the Anonymous Author of | 


‘the Antiquities of MicheRter (at the end of Dr. Kenner’s 
‘Parochial Antiquities:of Ambrofden) derives it from 4/- 
‘Je%us, as if he were the Founder; (of this Station) yet 
‘there is no Authority, either from Coins, Infcriptions, 
‘or Books to countenancethe Conjeature. Now if we 
fhould grant (what our Author feems to contend for) that 
there were no Coins of A/efus found at Alichefter, yet 
wou’d it not from hence follow, that this was not, the 


Station of Al/ecus. For no doubt when the Emperor. 
Dioclefian fent Alle&us as his Deputy into Britamm, he at ~ 


the fame time furnifh’d him with a fufficient quantity 
of his own Coin, as appears from the abundance of his 
Coin found there. Nor was there any reafon for #4- 


ieétus’s coining any Money of his own, till he hecame 2_ 


fupreme Governor himfelf. | 

But after all, notwithf{tanding what has been brought 
to prove Allchefter ta have been the Station of Aliec?us, 
yet it muft be confefs’d that fome other General, or Gene- 


yals after him, might have poflefs’d the fame Station, - 


the 


: 
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| tho’he was the Founder of it. Nay,:’tis béyond difputey 
_ that other Generals after him did poffeff the fame Sta 
_ tion: Forweknow, that.Dicclefan (who fent dleGus 
| nto Brita). after he.had: been Emperor: fone: time, 
made Maximian, Conftantius.Chlorus, and;-Galerius Ha 
mentarius, Partners with Him in the Empire +) Asis evis 
_ dent from the Variety,and Plenty of Coins found at io 
| ¢hefter, as well of, Emperors immediately Preceding, as 
_ of Empetors, immediately. Succeeding: aheGus, down.as 
_ fatas Conftantine, but no farther ;, as.3 am- informed -by. 
_ the Learned Dr. Kennez.,..So, that yon fee tour Author's 
_ Emperor Valentinian, and his Deputy» Tdeodo/ihs , are 
quite and clean cut out, as having had nothing todo with 
«this Stationat AXchefter,; there being no manner of Au 
thority, either from Goins, Infcriptions, or Books, «6 
countenance our Author's, Gonjecturey * That Wohefer 
‘was éyer Garrifon’d by 7 beodofins.: 1fsit fhou'd be Ob- 
jected; That,there were Other Emperor's Coins foundiat 
Allcbester,; who were) preceding Alleé/us, as, thole of 
Claudiusiand. Probus, and confequently.that.this Station 
might.as probably be fuppofed to have: been founded by 
Either of Them, as by A//eZus. . I atifwer, ’tis no more 
an Abfurdity to fuppofe, that, AV/eus might have made 
ufe of fome-of his immediate Predeceflors Coins, thamit 
is for Queen ANN £, to make Ufe of ‘King William's, 


4 


King Fames’sy or King Charles’s Money. :': rity 
Now; confidering the Teftimony-of’ the aforemen- 
tion’d MS, and its Agréement with-both the Romar 
and Siti Hiftories, together with the aforemention'’d 
Learned: Gentlemen’s concurring Opinions about it; 
confidering the Tradition of #e%us’s. Secling here, 
the Remains of his Station.at AUcheffer, {till bearing his 
Name, and his and other Emperor's! Coins found there, 
who were his Cotemporaries or immediate Predeceflors 
(fome of which, as of Claudius I1.,and Dioclefian, who 
fent Aefus into Britain, 1 had lately piven me by the 
Honorable Capt. Bertie of Cheferton): Thele things 
confider’'d, One wou’d think it thou’d be pretty good 
Evidence to induce any Unprejudiced, any Impartial 
and Unbiafs’d Man, to believe that it was 4/eus (and 
hot Lheodofius) that was the Chief Governor in ies 
&) | Wale 
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Quarters, and the Original Founder of this Station, and | 


confequently that the Subordinate Officer at Stansfield 


belong’d to the’ Former, and‘not the Latter, and that — 


Stunsfield Camp was at firft ereéted for an Officer’ of 
Ablleus. For this you fee: we ‘have’ (befidés the Evi- 
dence of Coins) Plain (if not Publick ) Hiftory back’d 


with Reafon:: But for the other; ‘nothing in the World, — 


but meer Fancy and Imagination, without either... “And — 


truly, where Publick Hiftories, Records and Itineraries’ 
are filent, there Private Hiftories and MSS. (efpecially 


when we find ‘they do not contradi& any Publick Hifto- — 


ries, in any Circumftance whatfoever, but rather agree 
with ‘em) methinks fhou’d weigh much with any One, 


that is not obftinately bent to believe nothing but what 


he reads in Suetonius, Tacitus, or hisown Livy. But 


perhaps the MSS. Iam contending for is Unknown: — 


What then? The Hiftory may be True and Faithful for 
all chat. But if our Author is fo ready to give Credit 
to an Anonymous MS. that Vouches forthe Veracity of 
Sit Fohn Mandevill’s Hiftory, that every Body knows to 
be Fabulous, purely becaufe he found it inthe Bodleyan 
Library, as he tells us in his Difcourfe by way of Di- 
greflion, I was going to fay, by way of Diverfion; I 
hope he won’t fcruple to give Credit to aMS. Hiftory, 
that, in the Opinion of feveral Learned-Men, carries 
the Face of Truth. Ks eB 

As for our Author’s other circumjacent Camps and 
Garrifons, in the Parifhes of Combe and Bladon, and 
other Places (which he has fo cleverly laid out for his 
General) 1 have nothing to fay to’em, becaufe they 
either might,’ or might not, have been Rowman, for 


ought that He or I know, he bringing as little Autho- . 


rity for Them, as he has done for Other Camps: Only 


I cannot but take Notice, by the bye, That he makes | 


That to be Roman, which the Learned Dr. Plt makes 


to be Danifh, 1 mean his Roand.Caftle near Begbrook 


Church, which methinks carries a Contradiction in the 
very Name; yet our Author makes no doubt but that it 
is Roman, whereas Dr. Pht (Hift. of Oxford-fb. p. 344.) 
gives a very good Reafon why he takes it to be Danzfp, 

and that is becaufe tis Round; for that is the aa 
| mo lyepealien CDi 
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| ‘Diftin&ion (he tells us, p. 341.) between Savon and 
- DanifpCamps, the one being Round, the other Square. 
But, to help our Author out at a Dead-lift’ here, ’tis the 
| Opinion of the aforemention’d, and Learned Mr. Morton, 
in his Natural Hiftory of Northampton foire , p- $23. 
‘That tho’ the Romans did generally make their Camps 
of a Square Figure, Aiquilateral, or Oblong, yet that 
this general Rule had its Exceptions, and that in fome 
part of the Time in which they Govern’d us, probably 
towards the Declenfion of the Empire, they varied 
from it. For otherwife it will be hard:to account for 
_thofe Roman Coins, which are found in great Plenty, 
and perhaps other Antiquities of that People, in fome 
of thefe Round or Oval Camps. I fhould have been apt 
to have taken thofe large Square Entrenchments on 
Callow Hills (but a Mile off Stansfield Camp) to have 
been Roman too, but that I pay more Deference to Dr. 
‘P/ht’s Opinion than my Own, who takes them to have 
been the Works of the Saxons. The Reafon why I 
thould have thought ’em to be Romaz is this, They tell 
us that the, Romans; in fixing their Stations, always 
pitch’d upon Grounds that were Drieft, and that were 
not Over-look’d by any Neighbouring Hills. — Ne Mons 
Ca/firts immineat per quem fupervenire Hoftis aut profpicere 
polit quid in Caftris agatur, fays Hiyginus Gromaticus 
de Caftrametatione, as we have it in Grevius's Roman 
Antig. Tom. 13. Pag. 1021. Now Callow Hills being 
Neighbouring Hills, and being Higher Ground than that 
on which our Stunsjfield Camp ftands, wou’d be almott 
Reafon enough to induce a Man to believe the Works 
upon it to have been Roman, had not a greater Hiltorian 
pronounc’d’em Saxon, Tho? had the Dr. liv’d till now, 
he might perhaps have feen Reafon enough to have 
chang‘d his Opinion. But afterall, ’tis no Abfurdity to 
fay, that the fame Camps. might have fucceflively be- 


ao / 


long’d to. the Romans and’ Saxons both. For my often. 


mention’d Friend, Mr. Morton, in his Excellent Hiftory 
of Northampton. foire, p. 523.18 of this. Opinion, and 
tells. us, ‘We may well imagine, that thefe Roman 
* Camps, of whatever Form, were made ufe of by other 
“Nations which Inyaded us, and efpecially by the Se" 
; “who 
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* who.coming hither foon after the Romaus left us, found | 


‘the Rampiers ‘of (at leaft) fome of their Gamps but 
‘little decay’d, and probably made ufe of ’em’ as they 
Shad occalion:' ‘For which:very reafonable Opinion he 
produces feveral Inftances.. SA 

- Let us now*return to our Stunsfield Camp, and coti- 
fider the Curious Work of the Pavement, and the main 
Figures uponit; “Our Author (Page 13.) is pleas’d to 
condemn it'as Barbarous Work, and fays, It does not 


carry Life enough to make us believe, that it was done | 


inthe Flourifh of the Empire. And yet I dare appeal 
to all the World befides, that have feen it, whether or 
no, confidering the Nature of the Work, the Antiquity, 


and vaft Variety of it, it may not be Admir'd as the moft © 


Elaborate Piece of Roman Workmanthip, of this fort, — 
and One of ‘the Finejt of the Zef/elated Pavements, that — 


_ has been hitherto found out in all Aritaz..' A Man upon 
amnice View of it, obferves fuch an exa& Symmetry, and 


due Proportion in'all its Parts, but more efpecially in the © 


Human and Animal Figures; where the: very: Shades, 
that give Life toall Figures, are vifible (as on the Right 


Leg of the Man, and the Right Side of the Circle that © 


encompafles thefe Figures) anfomuch that One cannot — 
forbear commending the perfe@ Beauty of the Whole. — 


Quanta Cura, quanto Artificio, Veteres hac Pavimenta 


elaborariut! as Barbarus expreffes it in the 684th Pag. 


of Grevius’s Antiquities, Tome10. Allowances muft be — 


made for the'Decay of the Varnifh upon the Stones, and 


the Largenefs of the Stones’ themfelves of which the 
Pavement is compos’d. Had the Materials been Finer, © 


the Work had been Finer :.'Tho’'I ‘think, Fine enough 
for the Tent of a Sabordinate Officer.’ What I take 


chiefly to be obferv’d in This or Other Works of the | 
‘like Nature, is the exa&t Symmetry and Proportion. — 
Letour Author but compare this Pavement with ‘thofe — 
mention’d by Dr.P/or, in his Nat: Fit. of Oxford-fb.p.335. 


Or that mention’d by Dr: G7bfow in his ‘Additions to 
‘Camden's Britannia, Pag.697.° Or that mention’d by Dr. 
Woodward lately found near Bifhops-Gate, ‘in. London’: 


Or that truly Gordick One méntion’d in the’ Phiof. Tpanf. 
p. 324. (which may be allow’d to be Barbarous Woik) 
: of 
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Or even that mention’d, and io highly and juflly.Ex- 
toll’d by Mr. Morton, in his Nat. Hist. of Northampton- 
- frire, p- 527-, Or perhaps, any other, either formerly 
or lately found out, excepting only that to be feen before 
the Altar inWefiminfter- Abbey, (of all which by and by) 
and I dare fay he will be afham’d of the Comparifon. 
Nay, his Own Prure of the Stunsfield Pavement (done 
aqua par eft Fide ac Diligentia, ut videtur) is enough 
to Contradi& him. .Which Draught (to give the Cal- 
cographer his due) is admirably well taken, only I beg 
leave to find Fault with the sduimal Figures , which I 
can by no means allow to come up to the Original, as to 
inf{tance. but in One or Two Particulars, One is the 4d- 
domen of the Human Figure, which Itake not to be full 
enough, The Other is the Zéyrfus, which fhould not 
be held in the Left-Hand, but between the Left-Arm. 
Another thing is the Skirt of his Mantle, which fhou’d 
be made to.appear.on both Sides his Body. And there- 
fore I thought good (in order to give my Reader a better 
Idea of theie things) to get the bare External Lineamzents 
of the main Figures Engraven by, avery Careful and 
Skilful Hand, Mr. Beuj. Cole. of Oxford, who by feveral 
Ingenious Performances in the Art of Surveying, has fig- 
naliz'd himfelf to both Uaiverfities , particularly by 
thofe Two Maps. (lately Publifh’d by him) of Oxford 
and Cambridge, and 20 Miles round each: As alfo by a 
fhort Treatife ( Publifh’d by him fome Years ago) fhew- 
ing the Method of taking Heights and Distances, and 
Meafuring Land, @¢. ae ti 
But we need not ftand to Difpute much about the Fine- 
nefs or Rudenefs of the Work, fince we agree fo well as, 
to the Age of it: Therefore fo much for the Work. 
Our Author is. no lefs Pofitive in giving us an Ac- 


count of the Workman. Pag. 12. he tells us plainly, 


© That the Artift, that did this Work, was not only a 
‘Teffallarius, and a Maker of Bricks, but alfo a Soulaier. 
But this fure muft be very Improbable, confidering the 
great Danger he muft run of lofing his Life in a Battle, 
_and the certain Lofs the General muft Suftain in lofing a 


good Workman ; and withal, the Difficulty of recovering . 


this Lofs, by fending for another Workman, from fo 
, E diftant 
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diftant 4 Place as Rome, if there fhon’d be occafion; » 
Let us now haften to confider the main F%gares upon © 


the Pavement. Our Author diftinguifhes thefe Figures 
into Human and Animal Figures, which Diftin@ion £ 


any forc’t, for Method’s fake, to comply with, tho’ it — 


be Un-Grammatical , and Jll-Logical. Pag..4. of his 
Preface, and in the Body of his Difcourfe, he 1s of Os 


pinion, ‘That they are the Figures, not of Bacchus, — 
“but of Apoho-Sagittarius, and of a (he knows not — 


¢what) FiGitious, Monftrous Asimal; And that thefe 


© Fjeures, were reprefented.on the Pavement on purpofe 


¢to fignify, that the Contrivers of it attributed all the | 


€Succefs, which Zheodofius had obtain’d againft the © 


¢Northern Barbarous People, to the Providential Care 


_ tof Apolo. Another Reafon which he gives, page 1% — 


© why pollo was put on the Pavement, was, * That the — 


¢ Romans might thereby ingratiate themfelves the more 
‘with the Arifaims, who had a greater Opinion of 
€ Apollo, than of any other of the Gods. 


And the Reafon he gives for the Figure of the Mon- — 
fer, is this, ‘To Strike an Awe upon the Minds of the — 
*Spefators. So that here we have two different Sorts — 


of Figures cleverly put together, by a ftrange kind of © 
Magick Art, fure, to raife two different Paflions in — 
People at once, but to Pleafe and Terrify the fame © 
People at the fame time. Which truly is {trange in- — 


deed. But, for my part, I can find nothing in this 


eMon/fter. | ) 

» And as for the Pofture that ‘his 4p0o 1s in’; fome take 
the Human Figure to be fitting upon the Animal: ‘But 
“this (fayshe, page 16.) is a'manifeft Miftake, he being 
‘ plac’d ftanding, and holding up his Right‘Leg, A/mo/t 


_ Animal, that is fo Terrifying, ordeferving the Name of — 


“in the fame manner, that we fée'the Souldier on fome © 


© of the Coins of Comfantine junior defcrib’d, lifting up — 


“his Right Leg, and violently pufhing witha Sword, ‘or 


———— 


“Dagger, at one of the Souldiers that is proftrate beneath. — 
But I'muft beg leave to diflent from our ‘Author likewife — 


an this ‘Parucular: For any. one, with Half an Eye, 


may eafily difcern that the Haman Figure, onour Stunf- — 
field Pavement, is not violently pufhing with'a Sword, — 


or 
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of Spear, and therefore fhou’d be fuppos’d to be either 
in a Sitting, or elfe in a’ Dancing Polture. 

_ And as for the Zdyrfus between his left Arm, he 
_ knows not what to make OF it, or how to reconcile it to 
| Apdlle, but caiis it a Dart, or Javelin, and wou'd make 
_us believe, that he has feen it adorn’d Almoff ( again ) 
in the fame manner in fome other Monuments of Anti- 
| quity, but mentions none. mere 
And as for the Cap in his Right-hand, page 15. he 
| mif-calls it a Patera: Whereas a Paterais a broad Bow], 
or Bafon, without any Handle to it, being a Vellél us’d 
4n Sacrifices, to pour Wine on the Vidtims. And thu 
“tis reprefented by Osfelius (in his Thefaurus Niet | 
| Antiqg. pag. 180. Tab. 38. Fig.2. Gc.) where he gives us - 
the Figure of a Coin, with Apolo upon it, holding a 
Patera in his Right-hand. Sometimes indeed I have 
feen a Patera, reprefented as a Bow/, with One long 
Handle to it, and fo M. Mifvon (in his Voyage to Ltaly, 
Vol. 1. p. 132.) deferibes it. What our Author means 
by 2 Patera, is a PateHa, a Two-ear’'d Bowl or Bafou, 
very wide at Top, like a Panch-Bow/. . But all thefe are 
quite different from the Figure on the Pavement ; for 
that isnothing elfe but the Cup, or Cantharus, dedicated 
to Bacchus, im the fhape of a Simpulum, or Chalice, 
Big-belly’d, Strait-neck’d, and Narrow-fhank’d, with 
‘Two Curve Handles toit. So that had our Author took - 
things by their Right Handles, he fhou’d have call’d it a 
Cautharus, and not aPatera. But to return to our lus 
wan Figure. _ | 

If this Human Figure (as he calls.it) did really repre- 

fent Apollo. Sagittarius, then I fhou’d think that a Bow 
and rrows (with which he is commonly reprefented ) 
wou'd be more proper in his Hand, than a Yaveliz. But 
after all, I am apt to think, that our Author has a wrong 
Notion of Apollo-Sagitrarius ; for Apollo-Sagittarius fig- 
nifies an Angry, and nota Kind, Deity: For his Arrows 
were always reckon’d fatal. With them he flew Py thowt, 
and’ with them he kill’d the Greegs. . And for this 
feafon, inthe Oxford. Almanack for the Year 1711. we 
find pole and Pallas, both put together in fome grand 
Contult; as being both Warlike Perfons, Far as ane 
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One is accouter’'d with Her Shield and Spear, fo is the 
other arm’d with his Bow and Arrows, for fome Mar- 
tial Exploit.  Otherwife hg lays afide his Bow. and 
takes his Harp in hand. 1 chofe the rather to have re- | 
- courfe to an Almanack for Iluftration, becaufe it is fo 
eafily referr’d to, and fo obvious to every one’s View. 
But not to infift upon Almanack-Proofs, tho’ Oxford: 
That Apollo Sagittarius did bear fuch.a Signification — 
among the Ancients, we aré plainly inform’d by Pzerius, 
in his 42d Book of Aiieroglyphicks, Cap. 17. ----Sagittas © 
(fays he) Apollinis, Pestzlentiam manifeStiffime fignifi- 
caffe, nulli dubium, de quibus late apudHomerum. Ha 
vero Hieroglyphice Solares Radios indicant corrupto Calt 
traéiu Contagiem illam difpergentes. Neither will the 
Defcription that the Ancients have left us of 4po//o in 
General, ferve his turn, or anfwer the Figure upon the 
Pavement. For Apollo is deferib’d as a Youth, without 
fo much as the Down of a Beard upon his Chin; his 
Hair long, never cut, but difchevell’d, and as it were 
flowing with the Wind; He is Crown’d with Laurel; 
His Garments and Sandals fhining with Gold : He holds 
a Bow and Arrows in his Right-Hand, and a Harp in 
his Left: Sometimes he has a Shield in One Hand, and 
the Graces in the other: At other times he is cloath’d 
with a Long Robe, and carries a Harp, and a Cup of 
 Ne&ar, the Symbol of his Divinity. He has a Three- 
fold Authority, in Heaven he is the Sun, and fo bears 
the Harp, to fignify that all things there, are full of 
Harmony: Upon the Earth he is call’d Liber Pater, and 
and carries a Shield, to fhow him the Protecfor of Man- 
kind : In the Infernal Region he is 4pol/o, and whoever — 
is {truck by his Bow and Arrows, is immediately fent 
thither. —— This full Defcription of ApoHo, our Author 
may pleafe to review in Dr. King’s Hiftorical Account — 
of the Heathen Gods (which ‘I have faithfully Tran-— 
fcrib’d Word for Word,) and therein he will find nothing © 
that anfwers to the Figure on the Pavement, excepting © 
only Two Parts of his Charaéter out of Ten, as,; That 
he was a Yoush, and that he had a Cup dh his/Hand. © 
Tho’ (now I think gn’t) even outof thefe Two Parts, 
he’ is, (as we have feen) Miflaken in One; taking a— 
Boe Patera 
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 Paterafor aCantharus. . And this mult needs an{wer the 


Defcription of pollo! But where then is his Harp? 
Or, where is his Shield? Where are his Bow and Arrows? 


_ Whereis his Graceful Lofig Hair ? What is become of 
_ Ans Long Robe, and his Sanda/s fhining with Go/d ? And 


thofe other Effential Parts of his Chara&ter? Never 


| fure was the great God 4pol/ (the Firft of all the Off- 
 Afpring of Fupiter, and the Chief Head of the Adu/es too) 
_ fo degraded, difarm’d, and difrob’d, 6+. ’Tis well he 


was only a FréZitious God, like our Author’s Fictitious 
Auimal, and fo not able to revenge it. To be defpoil’d, 
in the firlt place, of his Harp, by which (as the Ancients 


__ tellus, and they are the beft Judges) he fhow’d his excel- 
— dent Skill in Adufick! Then to be depriv’d of his She/d, 


by which they fay he fhow’d himfelf the Protector of 


Mankind! To be difarm’d too of his Bow and Arrows, by 
which he fhow’d his Juftice, in Punifhing Difobedient 
Mortals! To be ftript Naked, and robb’d of his Long 


' Robe, by which he fhow’d his Majefty! And at laft, to 


be Debas’d fo far, as to be laid Proftrate on the Ground, 
to be Trampl’d on under foot! A Statue had been more 
proper for fo Great a Deity: And fuch a Pofture wou'd 
have fuited with Bacchus well enough, becaufe he often | 
Jays other People on the Ground, when they make too 
free with his Neéfar.: But fo much for the Haman 
Figure on the Pavement. 

Let us now proceed to examine the 4uimal one, by. 
which our Author means the Quadrupede. And here we 
find him very cautious how he gives any Name to that, — 
having had fo much Trouble and ill Succefs in making 
out the Afuman Figure, and therefore cunningly calls it 
(as I hinted before) by the General Name of, Monfter : 
Tho’ even here I think, he is out too, for I fhould not 
think it proper, to call a Beaft of an Ordinary Size, and 
no Extraordinary Shape, by fuch a Name; at leat, not 
in the Poetical Sence of it, of Asonftrum, borrendum, in. 
gens..——However our Author, upon Second Thoughts 
(which.they fay are Beft) difdaining to -be Gravel’d in 
the Hiftory of Animals, is at laft refolv.d to find a Name 
for it if he can. Accordingly, Pag.17. he woud fain 


make it aGryfm, only he could not tell where to find © 


any 
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any Wings for it. $6 this won’t do, till he comes to 
Pag. 20. and there’ he thinks: he'has found out the My- 
ftery, for there he tells us plainly he thinks that the 
Aruft had fome regard, in Befieiiivg thefe Figures, to 
the Story of podo’s Killing the Pythou.. (If fo, our 
Apollo Sagittarius fhou'd change his Name too, and be 
call’d ApoHo Pythius.) But hang it, this won't do neither. 
For, Pag. 21. he tells us, ‘That this Serpest was of fo 
‘ftrange and terrible a Kind, that nothing like it had 
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“hardly been feen or heard of before, that it was fup- 


© pofed to poffefs Nine Acres of Land, and that ‘none 
' “were able to give an exa& Reprefentation of it. Nay 
then, fince itis Not to be Reprefented, we may be'fure 
the Artift had no regard to this Story; for the Adonfer 
upon the Pavement happens to be not fo Big as the Man. 
Well: What mult we make of it then? Why, fince this 
won't do neither, then our Hiftorian (being pretty good 
at Invention) is at laft for making it a Dragon. For, 


Pag. ro. he tells us, ‘That if the Artift had’no regard © 


‘to the Story of poo Pythius, yet the Cuftom of the 
“ Romans, wfing a Dragon on their Enfigns, in the latter 
“Times of the Empire, wou'd have been enough to 
‘juftify and warrant the Artift in what he did of that 
‘kind. And now atlength [don’t at all wonder avour 
Author's calling this Fidtitious Animal a Afoufer': Since, 


in a few Minutes time, we have feen it chang’d’into as _— 


many Shapes, ‘as a Camelion into Colours : Firft a Adoufer, 
then a Gryffin, thena Python, then a Dragon, and in the 
refult, an Anonymous AfonS¥er again as good as’ ever. 
Now if I may be allow’d to give in my Opinion con- 
cerning thefe Figures on the Pavement, I dare be bold 
to affert, that they are the Figures of Bacchus and his 


Panther : And that this is no bare Conjeéture, no random — 


Guefs, or idle Fancy, we may quickly be convinc’d by 
comparing the Defcriptions that the Ancients have given 
ws in their Hiftories of Bacchus, with the Delineations 


the Artift has given us on the Pavement: ' Now Pierias ’ 
in hts Fferoglyphicks, Natalis Comes his Mytholigia, Gal- 


trachius’s Hiltory of the Heathen Gods, Abricius' de: T- 
maginibus Deorum, Spanbewtins his Differtationes ide 
Praflantia & Ufa Numifmatum Aatiquor una. agin 
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his Thefatras Numif. Antig.. Ovid's Metamorphofes.” A- 
 dexander Rofs. Macrobins. Oppianus And of late the Tins 
genious Dr. Ammg, in his Hittorical Account of the Hea. 
_ then Gods. Thefe, and feveral other Authors, do all 
_ agree in this general Defcription of Bacchus and his Pan. 
ther.» That he was reprefented as Youthful, Beardlefs, 
and Naked, That he was Crown’d with Lyy; That. he 
_hadhis Cautharus, or Cup, in one Hand, and his 7, yr fis 
_in the other, which) was a Spear adorn’d with Hines 
| Branches and Ley; and the Panther was dedicated to ‘ 
_ him, as being a Lover of Wine : And laftly, that he was 
the firft that fhow’d his Subjeéts the Magnificence and 
_Solemnity of a Triumph. All. which particular Cha- 
_radters do moft exadly correfpond with the Figures on 
the Pavement. But ito be more particular, and to brin 
fome Quotations out of Two or Three of thefe Authors 
of moft undoubted Credit; for it would be Endlefs and 
Needlefs to quote ’enrall. | : 
Piereus in his Fieroglyphicks (Lib. 41. Cap. 15.) f peak- 
ing of Bacchus’s being'a Youth; and of the Ivy being 
dedicated to him, fays thus Hedera Libero-Patri 
dedicata oft, quod illa femper vireat , ut dy Llle fewsper 
uvenis, © | - 
rahe fame Author, {peaking of his Thyrfus being adorn’ 
with Ivy,-or Vine-Branches, has thefe Words, (Lzb. 4.1. 
Cap. 14.) ——Thyrfus, guod Telam e& ligneum, circunt 
fuja Hedera coopertum Vini nocumentum Filter oglyphice 
indicat fubipfius [uavitate latitare. Flinc Mactobius Libe- 
rom-Patrem azt ferire per obliquum, circumfufe Heder 
latitante mucrone.— Let me add, that Botanifts make 
Hedera Virgmiana and Vitis, to be Synonymous. ~ 
~The fame Author (Zi. 51.17.) {peaking of the Can- 
tharus being dedicated to Bacchus, gives this compleat 
Defcription of it. —_—-Cantharus Baccho dicabatur; gui 
pedem habet a latiori ambitu in anguftum flexuofo interius 
dutlu fe contrabentem, itaut ea pars tota defidentibus in- 
curuis.coftulis defcribaturs mox intumefcit in Calicem, 
quod nomen noStris im facrificiis tot jam abbinc annis, [pecie 
uibil quicquam immutata, receptum eS: Hinc iteram 
angustars incipit, totogue ambite intro verfus incurvart, 
quoduciu nbz aliquantulum. proceferit , rar fum ApEr itr, 
© Cratera.in fummo patefacit. Lib, 
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Lib. 1x. Cap. 20. He gives this Account of his Paz. 


ther.——— Cum Panthera ifa cum Vino shi guen- 
dam habere videatur, Baccho ea olim fertur de 

guoniam funt qui per Kam Ebriofttatem intelliguat, Fiero- 
elyphicum a ve ipfadefumptum ego crediderim : Sunt enim 
Panthere Vini admodum avida. Spanhemius likewile, 
and Oppianus are of the fame Opinion, as we fhall fee 


bye and bye, But our Author, pag. 16. is pleas’d to take © 
upon him to contradi& Spanbemius , and other eminent 
Writers, as to this Particular, and fays, ‘That the Tyger, — 


‘or Panther (for I think he makes ’em to be all one) was 
© not dedicated to Bacchus, becaufe he is a Lover of 
*Wine, but becaufe Bacchus Conquer’d a good part of 


‘the /udies, where was a greatnumber of Tygers: For _ 
‘(fays he) the Cat-Kind, of which the Tyger is one, has — 
€an Averfion to Water (but, it may be, not to Wine). | 
Now by our Author’s good leave, I wou'd call this Tri- — 


fling. For what fignifies it, for what reafon the Tyger 
was dedicated to’ Bacchus, if fo be he does but allow that 
That Beaft was dedicated to him. And if he will not 
allow that, he muft contradi all the Hiftorians that ever 
wrot about Bacchus. | 


Pierius, lib. 11. cap. 30. tells us of an Ancient Coin 


he has feen, that had Bacchus’s Head on one fide, an 
his Panther and Thyrfus on the Reverfe. ———Vidimus 
fane Nummum antiguiffimum ex are quod apud Maffaos 


Gicata. Sed | 


habetur, in quo Libert caput Juvenile Hedera redimitum ; 
altera vero facie Panthera & Thyrfus pulcherrimo operé 


cufi funt. Et im Gallieni pleri[gue Nummis Panthere nota 
eft cum L[nfcriptione. 
Libero Patri Confervatori Augufti. Oifelius likewife, in 


his The/aurus Numif{matum Antiquorum, pag. 231. {peak- 


ing of one of thefe Coins of Gallienus, fays thus ——/# 
hoc Gallieni Num«mo Libero-Patri five Baccho infcripto, cer- 
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nitur tantummodoPanthera, Animal {cilicet BacchoSacrum. — 


And gives us a Picture of the Panther, which Picture does 
exa@ly anfwer to the Figure of the Stansfield Pavement. 
The Head, Ears, Eyes, Legs, long Neck, and long Tail,and 
the Spots, and Shape of the Body; and in fhortevery part 


islike.. The like Figures of the Pantber are to be feen in — 


Spanbemius’s Differtat. de Praftantia & Ulu Numi. Antiq. 


p.206. Allo Ge/uer’s Hy. uimal. l, 1.p.824. A. 


: ite 5 Be 


Abricins de Tmaginibus Deorum, gives us this Cha- 


‘Peore uudo, Capite cornuto, Vitibufque coronato, qui fit 
per Tigride, ve/ Panthera eguitabat, | 
Ovid in his Third Book of Metamorphofes, gives us 
this Compendious Defcription of Bacchus, ) 


Lpfe, vacemiferis Frontem circundatus Uvis, 

| Pampineis agitat yelatam Frondibus Haftam; 

Quem circa Tigres, fimulacraque inania Lyncum 
‘Pictarumque jacent fera corpora Pantherarum. 


For we frequently find ’em confounded by the Ancients, 
,and ‘often taken the one for the other. - Unde fadtum 


etiam (fays the famous aforemention’d Sparhemins, in’ 


his Differt. de Praft. & Ufu Numifin. Antig. p. 166.) tt 
‘vulgo Antiquariorum Autefignani obvias in Nummis id 
genus Feras, promifcue foleant de Tigridibus, Pantheris, 
aut Leopardis interpretari. 

The fame Learned Author Spanbemius, in the fame 

Book, and the fame and other Pages, gives us this clear 
Account of Bacchus—— Bacchus Panthera veéus. Cujus 
rez ratio (fays he, pag. 205.) petita ex Natura gy indole 
Animalis, Vino inprimis dediti, ly Vinoft inde ab © ppiano 
ditti. Hine mos ille Peterum in Bacchi Simulacris Pan: 
therifcum ad pedes ejus flatuendi, in quem Lyeus tile V7- 
num é Scypho, guem dextré tenet, continuo effundit; /i- 
nifira autem Thyrfam gefat. Cujufmodi plures extant 
etiamnum, tique infuper Mole, elecantif, Notatione. loco- 
rum fpectabiles inprimis Nummi. | oil sia 

And now let any Impartial Judge but read thefe De- 

{criptions that the Ancients have left us of Bacchus, 
and then look upon the Delineations that the Artilt has 
left us upon the Pavement, and fee whether they be 
not Adequate in all refpe&s.  Infomuch that] much 
gueftion whether any Modern Artift now a-days (either 
Roman or Britifh) cou’d make a more compleat Repre- 
fentation of Bacchus, with the fame fort of Materials. 

_ And after all, What more proper Figure in the World 
for a General, or Officer’s Tent, efpecially for One that 
had been Vidorious, than that of Bacchas? It being an 
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ra&er of Bacchus. ——Fyat Lmago fua facie Muliebri; 
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Emblem of Triumph. . For Bacchus was the firft Author 


of the Great Triumph, as Godwin tells. us,.in his 4th’ 
Book of the Roman dutiquities, pag. 268. And if we | 
look into the 2d Ode of Fforace’s 4th Book, we. ‘hall | 


there find him Defcribing the Triumph of Bacchus ; 
from whofe Name Zahuuth (in Pancirol. L. rerum depers 


dit. Cap. de Triumph.) and féveral other Authors, do | 
derive this Word ‘Zriamphus, Bacchus being in Greek 
call’'d @eane@, which by a little Alteration is made. 
Zriumpbus. But why our Author will not allow the | 
Old Romans to.have had.any thing to do with Bacchus, 
Tcan’t Imagine. I queftion not for my part, but that 
the Old Romans, efpecially their Generals, were as Jolly 
Rogues, andas great Lovers of Bacchus as any of the | 
Moderns. Witnefsthe Jolly Emperor Gallienus, that 
lov’d Bacchus fo well, that he, usd to wear him upon 
his Coins, or ,at leaft, his Panther, for the fake of his | 
Mafter ; as we have feen.... And witnefs likewife, the | 
Noble, Cafar that was us’d to inebriate his Soldiers, juft. 
before. a Battle, thereby to fortify their Infides, as well 
as their Outfides. , For as, Sine Cerere & Baccho friget © 
Venus, fo, Sine Cerere > Baccho. (ay and ‘Tobacco too) | 
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But Ove jam. fatisce? , enough (if not too much) of 


this Stuusfield Pavement: Let usnow go on in {earch 


of fome other Pavements... There have been much fuch 


other Pavements (the fame as'to the Nature of the Work, | 
tho’ different in the Form) plough’d up fome Years ago, _ 
at Great-Tew, and Steeple. dfton, in the fame County of | 

“ford, as we are inform’d by Dr. Plot, in his Natural 


fiifiory of Oxford foire, pag. 3356) > 


~ Another Ancient TefSellated, or Mufaique Work (we 


_ are told of in the Phzlcfophical Tranfadtions, p. 224.) was 
found -in digging a Cellar, about'i4o1Years: ago, at 


Leicefter, over.again{t the Elm.Trees, near W-Saints. | 


Church, about a Yard and half under-the Common Sur- 


| faceof the Earth, The Figures upon itare thofe of a | 
Man, a Stag, and a Boy. "Tis generally callid econ, | 
by fuch Authors as mention it, being a Reprefentation. | 
ot the Fable, which fay, That a Perfon having found | 
fault with Venus, fhe to be reveng’d of him, engag’d © 
her Son Cupid to fall in love with a Moatter. O- 


: 
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Other Pavements weare told of, by the Reverend and 
‘Ingenious Dr. Gébfon, in his Additions. to Camden's Bri- 
tannia, that were foundin Wales ——pag. 603. At Kaer- 
Went in Monmouth foire, in the Year 1689. (fays he) | 
there were’ 3:>Chequer’d Pavements difcover'd in the 
‘Garden of one Francis Ridley ; which being in Frolty 
“Weather expos’d to the open Air, upon the Thaw the 
Cement was diffolv’dyand this valuable. Piece of Antie 
‘quity utterly defac’d, So that at prefent there remains » 
nothing for the entertainment of the Curious, but the 
“Cubical Stones whereof it was Compos’d; which are 
of different Sizes, and Colours, and may be found cen- 
fufedly fcatter’d in the Earth, at the depth of half a 
Yard.’ Chequer’d Pavements confift of Oblong, Cubical 
Stones,commonly about half an Inch in Length ; where- 
of fome are Natural. Stones, wrought into that Form, 
and others Artificial, made like Brick. Thefe are of {e- 
veral Colours, ‘as*White, Black, Blue, Green, Red, and 
Yellow and-are clofe pitch’d together. ina Floor of fine 
Plaifter, and fo difpos’d by the Artiflt, with refpect to 
‘Colour, as to exhibit any Figures of Men, Beafts, Birds, — 
Trees, Gc. In one of thefe Pavements (as the Owner 
relates) were delineated feveral Flowers, which he com- 
par'd to Rofes, Tulips, and Flower de Luces ; and at each 
of the 4 Corners, a Crown, and a Peacock holding a 
Snake in his Bill, and treading it under one Foot... An- 
other had the Figure of a Man in Armour, from the 
Breaft upwards. There were alfo Imperial Heads, and 
forme other Variety of Figures, which, had they been 
preferv’d, might have’ been Inftrudtive, as well as Di- 
verting to the Curions, in the Study of Antiquities. In 
their Gardens, and elfewhere, in this Village, they fre- 
quently meet with Brafs Coins, which an Ingenious and 
Worthy Gentleman, of that Neighbourhood, has for 
_fome Years Collected. | 
* Another Chéquer'd Pavement, the fame Learned Au- 
thor tells usy pag. 6o7. was difcoyer’d inthe Year 1692. 
in the Grounds of the Honoured Fleury Tomkins, of 
Kaer-Leion, E{q; an the fame County... “Twas found by 
Workmen a Plowing, in a Field clofe adjoining to his 
Houfe. Ivlay no deeper than the Plough-thare, and that 
at Kaer-Weut not much lower. See the Fig. of it in ae 
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den, pag. 697. The Diameter 14. Foot. All.the Arches, 
and that part of the Border they touch, were compos’d | 
of White, Red, and Blue Stones, varied: alternately. 
The Bills, Eyes, and Feet of the Birds were Red,. and 
they had alfo a Red Ring about the Neck ; and in their- 
Wings, one or two of the longeft Feathers were Red, and 
another Blue. The infide of the Cups were alfo Red; 
and elfewhere, whatever we have not excepted of this — 
whole Area, is variegated of Umber, or Dark-colour’d 
Stones and White. Mr. Zombkms took care to preferve 
what he cou’d of this valuable Piece of Antiquity, by 
removing.a confiderable part of the F loor, in the fame 
order it was found, into his Garden. rey % 
Another Zef/eHated Pavement we are told of by the - 
Learned and Ingenious Dr. Woodward, of the Royal 
Society, in his Letter to Sir Chriffopher Wren, which 1 
Letter is inferted in the 8th. Vole of Le/and’s Itinerary, 
putout by Mr. Aearne——‘In April 1707. (fays he) upon — 
‘the pulling down of fome Old Houfes adjoining to 
* Bifoops.Gate, in Camomile.fireet, London, in order to the 
‘building there a-New; and digging to make Cellars, | 
‘about 4 Foot under Ground, was difcover’d a Pavement, © 
‘ confifting of Diced Bricks, the moft of ’em Red, but 
‘fome few Black, and others Yellow; all near of a Size, © 
‘and very {mall, hardly any exceeding an Inch in Thick- q 
‘nefs. The Extentof the Pavement in Mength was un- — 
“certain, it running from Lifhops-Gate, for 60 Foot, quite : 
under the Foundation of fome Houfes not yet pull’d | 
‘down. Its Breadth about 10 Foot. Sinking down- | 
‘ wards, 4 Foot deeper, they found feveral Sepulchral — 
‘Urns, full of Afhes and Cynders of burnt Bodies. Alfo _ 
“other Earthen Veflels, as a Simpulum, and a Patera, © 
‘of very fine Red Earth, and a Blewifh Glafs-Viol, © 
‘call'd a Lacrymatory , &c. Alfoa Human Skull, and | 
‘Bones, dug up in the tame place. ot 
There have been likewife fuch fort. of Pavements — 
- found in places where Religious Houfes have been built, — 
as particularly at Woodchefer, in Glocefter-foive, where i 
in the Church-yard, in digging the Graves, they us'd _ 
to find {uch Tefferaick Work of Painted Bealts and Flow= 
€rs, 2 or 3 Foot deep—— as we are inform’d by Dr | 
' Gibfon, in his Additions to Camden; aad Tradition tells 4 
o us, # 
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us, that there had been a Religions Houfe built there: 
But our Pavement at Stansfield cannot be uppofed to 
have belong’d to any Religzous Houle , or Temple, the 
_ Figure upon it being fo very improper. | 
_ » At Bybary likewile in the fame County, (tho’, I think, 
not any Religzous Foufe there) about 45 Years ago, was. 
“found another Tefferaick Pavement, compofs’d- of Mar- 
ble, and Roman Bricks, as 1 am inform’d by that Inge- | 
milous Virtuofo,and my very good Friend, Mr.O/di/worth, 
 Stationer in London, who had fome of the Stones, and 
whofe Father (who had an Eftate there) did defign to 
have built over it, but that the Stones were, by degrees, 
_ all taken away by great numbers of People that came 
out of Curiofity to fee it. 
Likewife the Reverend and Ingenious Mr. Jorfon, 
.. my very good Friend too, and Countryman, whom I 
have had frequent occafion to méntion, (in his Nafaral 
fisfory of Northampton-fbire, lately publith’d) tells us of 
Teveral Roman Pavements found in the {aid County, par- 
ticularly at Ca/for, where (fays he, pag. so9.}* In digginga 
“little way beneath the now Surface,they frequently meet 
‘with {mall fquware Bricks, or Tiles, fuch as the Romans 
‘were wont to make their Checquer’d Pauements of; 
* and particularly in the place which is now the Church- 
‘yard, and on the Norsh fide of the Town. In digging 
‘into that part. of the Hill, which the Church {tands 
‘upon, they find thefe little Bricks almoft every where; 
‘fometimes fingle and loofe; fometimes fet together and 
¢fix'd, or inlaid in a very hard Cement or Mortar. The 
“loofe ones appear to have béen laid in the fame manner 
* as are thofe which are now found in entire,or unbroken 
‘Pavements. A pretty large piece of this fort of Pave. 
‘ment entire, is {till to be feen in the Cellar of a Houle, 
‘on the South-fide of that Hill. It was found in digging 
‘for the Cellar, 3 Foot deep; and has now the Site that 
‘it had at firft. Tis fomewhat above 3 Foot in Length, 
‘fcarce 2 in Breadth. The Bricks that compofe it, are 
‘like thofe found in digging in the Church-yard, and 
$ elfewhere at Caffor, about an Inch fquare. The fhape 
‘is not exadtly the fame in all, but they all approach 
‘that of a Cube. The Work of that entire Piece is 
‘ plain, without any Variety of Figures, or ef sarge 
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‘The Squares are fet in Mortar made of Sand and Lime, 
‘with a mixture, as it feems; ‘of the Scales and Daft of a — 
‘Smith’s Forge, In the Field betwixt the Town and 
‘River, are found valt Quantities of Roman Coins. ~ 

But the Pavement that moft refembles\ our Stuns. 
field Pavement, only it has no Animal Figure upon 
it, is that remarkable One-this fame Ingenious Author — 
gives an Account and Plan of, Pag. 527. + A Roman 

_ Pavement (fays he) difcover’d Anno 1699. in Horfe- 
Stone Meadow at Nether-Heyford ia Northampton-foire, 
about Half a Mile from the Watling-frect-.-- A molt 
Noble Piece of Art, exceeding all I’have feen or read of, 
of the fame Kind in England, in the great Variety, in — 
the Regularity, and Beauty of it... The whole Work 
confifted of little Bricks or Tiles artificially ting’d with 
Colours, and as fmooth as Marble: all of ‘em ‘Squares, 
fomewhat bigger than common Dice, of’4 - Colours, 
White, Yellow, Red, and Blue, difpos’d into. various, ~ 
regular Figures, which were plac’d with great Exadt- 
nefs. By what remains of the South fide of the — 
Pavement, we may learn it was about 1s+Foot in 
Length from Za? to Weft. The Extent of it from | 
North to South, uncertain, the Difcovery not reaching | 
far enough for it. It lay under Ground, cover'd with — 
Mould and Rubbith, in a part of the. Meadow which is | 
every Year overHow’d with Land-Floods: And yet when 
it was firft uncover’d, it was fo clofe and firm, as to bear 
walking upon as well-as a Stone-Floor wou’d do. But 
having Jain a while expos’d to the Night-Dews, the 
Cement became relax’d, and the Squares eafily feparable. 
It appears to have been the Floor of afquare Roomin — 
fome Houfe, or other Stru€ture of a Circular Figure, — 
and abovt 20 Yards Diameter; as we may conjecture — 
from the thin and pale Green-{word in this Place, which © 
is different from the reft of the Meadow, and which — 
probably covers the Remainsand Ruias of it; fot where- 
ever they dig, underneath this, difcolour’d Green-fword, © 
they meet with Floors, Foundations of Walls, or other — 
Remains of fome Ruin’d Building. The Room that had © 
this Curious Floor was in the Southern part of the faid — 
Structure. In the Wejlern and Northeru part of it were — 
feveral lefler Rooms, or Cellars, about 10 Foot a : 
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Length, and 4 Broad. That there really were fuch little 
Rooms, is plain enough from the Partition-Walls, the 
Bottoms whereof have been difcover’d in digging 
there. The Stones of the Foundations are {mall and 

. mnean, fora Struéture fo finely adorn’d as this is within, 
Some of the Rooms were found Floor’d with a firm 

 Plaifter of Lime-Mortar, drawn upon Pebbles fix’d in. 

_ Lime. The Borders, ‘or Sides of the Floors were painted 

with 3 ftrait and parallel) Lines, or Stripes of 3 different 
Colours, Red, Yellow, and Green; fo freth and lively, 
that when che Floors were uncover’d by the Diggers, the 
ftrokes of the Hairs of the painting Brufh were plainly 
vifible. No Painting appear’d in the inner part of any 
of ’em The Floors were all upon the fame Level--. 
Upon ‘one of thefe Floors were found 3 Urns, 6¢.—— 

_ Thus far this Ingenious Author; where, by the bye, 
it muft be obferv'd, That he wrote this Account (in 
which he fo highly extols this Pavement }) before he 
had feen our Stunsfield Pavement, as he himfelf told me. 

_ Butthe Beft of this Kind of Mufarque Pavement, is 
now to be‘feen before the Altar in Wefiminfter- abbey, 

(a Pavement not Unworthy fo Sacred a Place) being 
amade of Opake Gems, of various Natural Colours, cut 
Square by apidaries, like Dice, fome’Trianglés, and in 
divers Goons, {uited to Meandrick Turnings and Wind. 
‘ings, but no. Animal Figure reprefented. Dr. Fuller 
(in his Worthies of Linglaud, pag. 369.) tells us, ‘It was 
“made of Rich Porphyry, by certain Workmen brought 
‘from Rome, by Richard de Ware, Abbot of Weftminfter, | 
‘in the Year 1260, ‘ ey si | 
_ I mighthere mention fevera] other Roman Pavements, 
that have been found in Gyeaz Britain, but thefe may 
fuffice to give usa’Tafte, as well of the Antiquity and 
Rarity, as of the Delicacy and Excellency of the Roman 
Workmanfhip. © I don’t doubt, but more of thefe. Va- 
Juable Pieces of Antiquity might be found, woud Men 
but be Perfwaded to take a little Pains to fearch for’em 
under thofe Tamulus’s, or Heaps of Earth, that were caft 
over’em: ’Tis very likely they wou’d find either Pave- 
‘ments or Urus, or fome other Reverend Relicks of An- 
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